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Tokyo’s taxi companies will shift as much as 

30 percent of their fleets to an LPG-powered     

hybrid from Toyota Motor Corp. by 2020,    

raising the bar for the world’s biggest cities in 

their bids to reduce emissions from cabs. 

The companies will begin buying Toyota’s JPN Taxi   

hybrid from 2018, in time for the Tokyo Olympic 

Games two years later, according to Ichiro Kawanabe, 

chairman of the Tokyo Hire-Taxi Association, which 

represents the city’s cab firms and helps sets industry 

standards. The wheelchair-friendly car will be more 

fuel efficient and cleaner than the Prius and sell for 

about 3 million yen ($24,950), he estimated. 

Tokyo and Toyota are under pressure to showcase 

greener technology for the taxi fleet as cities globally 

move toward cleaner models to improve fuel effi-

ciency and reduce urban pollution. Nissan Motor Co. 

has said it’s exploring hybrid and electric taxis for New 

York, London and Paris. Zhejiang Geely Holding Group, 

which rescued the maker of London’s iconic black cabs 

in 2013, is developing new electric versions. 

“After seeing all the effort Toyota made, I feel I have to 

buy them as much as possible,” Kawanabe said, re-

counting at least 10 encounters with teams of Toyota 

engineers studying how existing taxis are being used. 

“Everybody in our industry now has high expectations 

for JPN Taxi.” 

Toyota showed a JPN Taxi concept two years ago at 

the Tokyo Motor Show. The car featured electronically 

operated sliding doors and a monitor beneath the 

moonroof displaying the fare, turn-by-turn navigation 

and the driver’s name and photo. It has been com-

pared in appearance to the London black cab and has 

higher headroom than the Crown models that have 

been a mainstay of the city’s taxi fleet since the 1970s. 

The taxi association will ask for government subsidies 

and tax reductions to support companies purchasing 

about 10,000 of the new cabs, said Kawanabe, who’s 

also president of Japan’s largest taxi company. Compa-

nies will eschew expensive, untested hydrogen-

powered fuel-cell cars, or vehicles with short-range 

batteries that may hinder business because they take 

too long to charge, he said. 



The UK voted in favour of a phased                

introduction of new real-world car emissions 

tests at a recent behind-closed-doors EU 

meeting, it has emerged – a decision which 

critics claim will permit cars to emit double 

the amount of nitrogen oxides.  

South East England MEP Catherine Bearder described 

the decision as a “stitch-up” that would “weaken limits 

on deadly diesel emissions”. 

It follows a Freedom of Information (FOI) request sub-

mitted by the MEP, which reveals that the UK voted in 

favour of the new Real Driving Emissions testing pack-

age “with a large qualified majority” at an EU meeting 

last month. 

The EU’s Technical Committee on Motor Vehicles 

(TCMV) met on October 28 to consider proposals for 

introducing new RDE test procedures from 2017, 

which are designed to better reflect actual driving on 

the road than existing laboratory tests that have been 

shown to vastly underestimate the levels of pollution 

emitted from car exhausts. 

At the meeting, Member States agreed that new RDE 

testing will initially apply only to certain newer types of 

vehicle from its introduction in 2017, before it applies 

to all new cars on European roads from 2019. 

The European Commission said the agreement to end 

laboratory testing represents a “significant reduction” 

on currently permitted emissions levels, and that the 

phased introduction of the new RDE procedure is 

needed to enable manufacturers enough time to meet 

the stricter tests. 

But critics argue the agreement means that from 2021 

all cars will be permanently permitted to emit over 

50% more nitrogen oxides (NOx) than under the cur-

rent Euro 6 limits of 80mg/km, which were agreed in 

2007  

And, it has now emerged that the UK voted in favour 

of the EU deal on new RDE testing procedures at the 

closed meeting of the TCMV. 

Catherine Bearder MEP today described this as 

“shameful”, arguing that carmakers did not need more 

time to comply with the tests as cost-effective technol-

ogy is already available to them. 

She said: “It is shameful that the UK government voted 

to weaken limits on deadly diesel emissions. The VW 

scandal should have been a wake-up call, but instead 

Conservative ministers are continuing to turn a blind 

eye to this invisible killer. 

“MEPs are rightly preparing to reject this disgraceful 

deal. The technology to cut diesel pollution in our cit-

ies is already there, but we need tougher tests to en-

sure it is implemented.” 

ClientEarth says it will have “no choice” but to take the government 

back to the Supreme Court unless “drastic and fundamental changes” 

are made to proposed air quality plans for the UK.  

The environmental NGO reiterated its threat of further court action in  

response to Defra’s draft plans to meet the EU’s legal nitrogen dioxide 

limits, on which a consultation closed last month (November 6). 

ClientEarth said that in “failing to come up with a proper plan to clean up 

air pollution” Defra was in breach of the Supreme Court’s order in April 

2015, and it would therefore likely seek to take the government back to 

court once again. 



Dozens of “number two” buses – powered entirely by 

gas generated from sewerage – could be picking up 

passengers in Bristol next year. 

Wessex Bus is hoping to run a 20-strong fleet in Bristol, 

while a rival operator, First West of England, is looking 

to bring 110 poo-powered doubledeckers to the city. 

The announcements come after the UK’s first bio-bus, 

powered by methane gas extracted from human 

waste, began services last year on the appropriately 

named number 2 route. 

The poo-bus technology was developed by the waste 

energy company, GENeco, a subsidiary of Wessex Wa-

ter, which is working in partnership with the Wessex 

Bus project. 

Wessex Bus and GENeco and First West of England 

have submitted bids to the Office for Low Emission Ve-

hicles for grants to support the schemes. 

Under the Wessex Bus plan, 10 bio-buses will be oper-

ating in Bristol next year and another 10 will be on the 

streets by 2019. 

First West of England is working with South Glouces-

tershire, Bristol City, Bath & North East Somerset and 

North Somerset councils to bring 110 doubledecker 

bio-buses to Bristol. 

If successful, 40% of the operator’s fleet would be low 

emission and would run on routes where there is 

lower air quality. 

Antony Goozee, the commercial director of Wessex 

Bus, said: “This is a great opportunity to increase the 

number of gas-powered buses on the streets of Bristol 

and surrounding area, which will significantly improve 

air quality. 

“We believe this would be the most sustainably fuelled 

fleet in the UK, as it will be the only fleet where the 

buses are powered by the treatment of sewage and 

inedible food waste from the local community.” 

The bid would mean building a refuelling station at the 

sewage treatment works in Avonmouth. 

Mohammed Saddiq, the managing director of GENeco, 

said: “Our plans are for the buses to run in areas of 

Bristol and Bath that have the poorest air quality. 

“It would significantly cut emissions harmful to human 

health and because the buses will run on gas from re-

newable sources, it means each gas bus would have an 

80% less carbon footprint than a typical diesel bus.” 

Jenny MacLeod, First West of England’s general man-

ager for Bristol, said: “If we are successful we will be 

leading the way in creating a fully sustainable public 

transport network that can really make a difference to 

people in and around Bristol. 

“All 110 doubledecker bio-buses will operate in Bristol, 

representing almost half the fleet. It will revolutionise 

the entire public transport network in Bristol.” 



In 2014, BRC entered the Italian Rally Championship 

for the first time. In their debut season, they finished 

2nd in the championship table, narrowly missing out 

on winning the title in the last race of the season. 

 

They repeated this success in 2015, finishing behind 

Andreucci who defended his title, sealing his 9th 

championship in more comfortable circumstances. 

 

The results on the track surprised everyone, not 

least because the LPG powered Fiesta R5 is disad-

vantaged by the LPG tank, effecting both the weight 

distribution and performance of the car. 

 

Now BRC are setting their sights on the international 

arena with a view to participating in the European 

Rally Championships. Unfortunately, the FIA’s cur-

rent technical regulations only allow for petrol and 

diesel powered engines. This could mean that BRC will 

have to participate in BRC branded petrol model but it 

will result in a greater exposure for the BRC brand and 

their participation in other events. 

Despite the current regulations, BRC are working to 

make it possible to race LPG cars in international se-

ries. Last year the FIA gave BRC permission to race at 

Rally Sanremo which forms part of the European Rally 

Championship and the Green Hybrid Cup, an all-LPG 

series hosted by BRC, is an FIA approved event.  

Above:  BRC race an LPG and a petrol Fiesta R5 at a motor 

  show held in Monza last month. 

Below: Racing action from the Green Hybrid Cup, a fleet 

  of LPG powered Kia Venga’s fitted with BRC  

  equipment  

Notice: Christmas Period  
 

We are closed from the 22nd of December to the 3rd of January. 

 

We advise orders are made in good time as the couriers are especially 

busy towards Christmas. 

 

01225 723 281 

Sales@brcgb.co.uk 


